The Real Anonymous 

From an outside perspective, the group known as Anonymous is merely a 
“decentralized international activist/nacktivist collective/novement widely known for its various 
cyber attacks against several governments, government institutions and agencies, 
corporations, and the Church of Scientology.” ("Anonymous (Hacker Group) - Wikipedia"). 
En.Wikipedia.Org, 2021. While all of those things are true, what if Anonymous is something 
else? What if there is something the news stations, surface internet, and mainstream media 
are missing, don’t understand, or think they understand? What if Anonymous is 
misrepresented? See, to the insiders perspective, meaning the people who are Anons, 


Anonymous is a bulletproof idea that has no leaders. 


In the book V for Vendetta, written in 1982-1988 by Alan Moore and illustrated by David 
Loyd, (spoiler alert) one of the main characters, V, dies. Now, there are many differences 
between the book and movie (characters, motivations, plot points, ending, etc). In the book, V 
dies by getting shot by Eric Finch, head of the nose and the one leading the investigation to 
catch V. Before this, he says that he needs to get into his mind, so he can think like V to catch 
V so he takes 4 tablets of Lysergic Acid Diethylamide (LSD). Lysergic acid diethylamide, also 
known colloquially as acid, is a hallucinogenic drug. Effects typically include altered thoughts, 
feelings, and awareness of one's surroundings. Many users have visual or auditory 
hallucinations. Dilated pupils, increased blood pressure, and increased body temperature are 
typical. Based on this alone, the book suggests that it takes a certain perspective to think, act, 
and speak like V, seeing as after Mr Finch “escapes” Larkhill (the detention center where V 
was held at for approximately 5 months (April 30th, 1993-November 5th 19937?)). Later in vol 9, 
in chapter 7 on page 32, Mr Finch shoots V four times as he throws a knife into his shoulder. V 
then takes Mr Finch’s gun and says, “There. Did you think you could kill me? There's no flesh 
or blood within this cloak to kill. There's only an idea. Ideas are bulletproof. Farewell.” (this 
entire situation changed in the movie, instead of Finch, it's Creedy shooting), then he walks off 
and goes back into The Shadow Gallery (V’s home) leaving a blood trail. Now in vol 10, in 
chapter 9 on page 16, V has died in Eve’s arms, and Eve has an internal dialogue with herself 
about things V has said and shown her. She goes back into the room after walking around and 
imagines herself taking off his mask 3 times. The first two times she does this, it shows 2 (one 
of them being Gordon?) faces. The 3rd time she imagines it, her father’s (who is dead) face 
shows, and she thinks, "No, no, I'm past that one. You weren't my dad, | know that. Even if you 


were, it wouldn't be enough. If | take that mask off, something will go away forever, be 


diminished because whoever you are isn't as big as the idea of you..." (Alan Moore, V For 
Vendetta, 1988). After that, Eve dons V’s mask (there were multiple copies of his mask, she 
left the one he was wearing on his face), and became V. The reason this book is brought up is 
because Anonymous was inspired by V for Vendetta, even going so far as to use a Guy 
Fawkes mask, the mask that both book and movie version of V wear. But, Anons don’t draw on 


the book much (if at all), they don’t see themselves as this: 


Instead they see themselves as this: 


In the movie version of V for Vendetta, directed by James McTeigue and written by the 
Wachowskis, V does die, but Eve doesn’t become V, the people, in a sense, do. See, in the 
movie, V distributes masks to everyone, and, in the tv broadcast (which he did in the book 


as well) says, “Last night, | sought to end that silence. Last night, | destroyed the Old Bailey, 
to remind this country of what it has forgotten. More than four hundred years ago, a great 
citizen (Guy Fawks) wished to embed the 5th of November forever in our memory. His hope 
was to remind the world that fairness, justice, and freedom are more than words — they are 
perspectives. So if you’ve seen nothing, if the crimes of this government remain unknown to 
you, then | would suggest you allow the 5th of November to pass unmarked. But if you see 
what | see, if you feel as | feel, and if you would seek as | seek, then | ask you to stand 
beside me one year from tonight, outside the gates of Parliament, and together we shall give 
them a 5th of November that shall never, ever be forgot.” Anonymous sees itself as one 
person, as one body, and as one voice. Eve, in the movie, later said, “He was Edmond 
Dantes. And he was my father, and my mother, my brother, my friend. He was you, and me. 
He was all of us." ("V For Vendetta"). 2006. The “He” was the idea of V, not the literal man. 
When V died in the book, “he” didn’t really die, seeing as Eve became V. Physically, he was 
dead, but metaphorically, he will live on forever as long as someone is V. The same thing 
can be said about the people in the movie when they gathered around to see the destruction 
of The Houses of Parliament. As long as the idea is passed on, it will live forever. This same 
idea of immortality has been adopted by Anonymous, seeing as they have no leaders and 
are not attached to any one movement or person. People may say that V for Vendetta is a 
fictional story with 2 different versions, one written in the 1980’s, implying that the book’s 
ideals are outdated, and one written in the early 2000’s which is loosely based on the 
original. It seems ridiculous that a hacker group who’s had a large hand in political activism 
is based on a story which is fiction and has no way of actually happening. However, when it 
comes to Sci-Fi and Comedy as genres, there’s a chance that they, or the situations in the 
stories, are based on certain truths. Alan Moore wrote a series which did not have good vs 
evil, but Anarchy vs Fascism with a totalitarian government, so the reader could choose who 
was right and who was wrong, which is important when it comes to Anonymous. 


To understand Anonymous, you must go back to the early-mid 1980’s. A group known as the 
Cult of the Dead Cow (CDC), had been created (the records found (by yours truly) in their 
Online library suggest that it was founded in 1984, though not confirmed, ("Cdc 
Communications | CULT OF THE DEAD COW Team Bio". Cultdeadcow.Com). The CDC was a 
hacker group who coined the term “hacktivism” after attacking the Church of Scientology (a cult 
founded in December of 1953 in Camden, New Jersey by L. Ron Hubbard, Mary Sue Hubbard, 
and John Galusha) for taking down a forum which “made a mockery” of them. The CDC 
labeled it as censorship and revived the forum. After that, there was an anonymous 
English-language imageboard website, called 4chan, launched by Christopher Poole in 
October 2003. In 4chan, there was a channel called /b/, which served as a post whatever you 
want as long as it does not go against US law, because if something did, it would be removed. 
This basically means that anything goes. /b/, and more largely 4chan, is basically the 
birthplace of Anonymous. From 2003-2008, Anonymous was a trolling (making people 
incredibly angry on purpose) community. This is evident in the Habbo Hotel (old online game) 


and Hal Turner (a neo nazi radio host at the time) raids (in the Habbo Hotel raids, to signify 


themselves, they made characters who had black skin, a affro, and a black suit). In the Habbo 
Hotel raids, they used their characters to block pools, form shapes on the screen (a lot of 
swastikas), and spamming their inside jokes (quoting their memes and jokes made in chat 
rooms). During the Hal Turner raid, Anonymous took his website offline, costing him thousands 
of dollars in bandwidth bills. ("Anonymous Documentary - The Story Of The Anonymous 
Hacktivists (Full Documentary)). After that... Project Chanology rolled around. On January 14, 
2008, a video produced by the Church of Scientology featuring an interview with Tom Cruise 
was leaked to the Internet and uploaded to YouTube (rember, it was targeted by the CDC in the 
80’s). The church didn’t like this, and took it down. Anonymous saw this as an act of 
censorship. So the world premier happened. In a video released by Anonymous titled 
"Message to Scientology" on January 21, 2008, they said that they would go against the 
Church, and in that video, was the first time Anonymous as a culture had referred to itself as 
Anonymous as a movement. After that, 2 more videos were released. In the one after the first, 
titled “Call to Arms”, saying that every major city in the world had a Scientoligy building and 
that they were going to the streets. In the third video, titled “Code of Conduct”, and that video 
said not to bring weapons, dress accordingly, cover your face because “they will try to find out 
who you are, and screw with your life”, because Scientoligy has a history of harassing, 
stalking, and doing horrible things to their critics. So they all decided to wear a Guy Fawkes 
mask, which is from the book and movie V for Vendetta. On February 2, 2008, 150 people 
gathered outside of a Church of Scientology center in Orlando, Florida to protest the 
organization's practices. Small protests were also held in Santa Barbara, California, and 
Manchester, England. On February 10, 2008, about 7,000 people protested in more than 93 
cities worldwide. This was Anonymous’s first political protest, and because it happened world 
wide, it gained national attention. After that, the trolling days of Anonymous were over, they 
were known officially then as they are known now. However, The Church of Scientology is, in 
some countries, considered a religion. Before the physical protests, Anonymous launched 
cyber attacks, using tactics from the Hal Turner raid, to protest. These tactics (hacking, DDoS, 
threatening emails, printing all black pages to use up ink cartridges, etc) are illegal according 
to the U.S. law, so what Anonymous did is wrong and they should be considered cyber 
terrorists, right? Well, the Church of Scientology is largely considered a cult (a religion 
regarded as unorthodox or spurious) and reports have been made of the church using the law 
(cease and desist letters, law suits, etc). Critics say that most of the Church's claims are 
designed to harass so-called Suppressive Persons, people who impede the progress of the 


Scientology movement. In the years since its inception, the Church of Scientology's lawsuits 


filed against newspapers, magazines, government agencies (including the United States tax 
collecting unit, the IRS), and individuals have numbered in the thousands. So, after 
Anonymous took to the streets in protest, members of the protest reported being followed, 
being investigated by Pl’s (private investigators), being emailed by expensive lawyers as a 
show of power and knowing who you are, and being sent cease and desist letters. Some 
anons were arrested for the attacks and in the courts were (unfairly) compared to Adolf Hitler 
(very extreme) for their actions, (David Kushner, A For Anonymous (Graphic Novel), 
"Anonymous Documentary - The Story Of The Anonymous Hacktivists (Full Documentary)) . 
Despite the church trying to paint them as malicious and immoral, in reality, Anonymous was 
flexing something called the first Amendment, which clearly states “Congress shall make no 
law respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or 
abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to 
assemble, and to petition the Government for a redress of grievances.” The ability to 
assemble peacefully and protest is present on the internet, and the laws around internet 


protest are (in my opinion) too strict and one-sided in terms of growth and what you can do. 


After Op Chanology, Anonymous exploded. From 2008-2020, Anonymous has participated in 
over 100 Op’s (107, could be more or less, though really no way to get it down to an exact 
number, seeing as it’s possible that there are some Op’s that haven't been made public). 
Seeing as there are at least over 100, there’s no way to cover them all, so, a few have been 
picked from the large, ever growing (even if it doesn’t seem like it) pile. Those will be the 
Steubenville rape case (started by KYAnonymous), Op Tunisia, and the Black Lives Matter 
Movement (most likely (definitely) catalysed by the George Floyed incident). The Steubenville 
rape case and Anonymous’s involvement took place in 2012-2013. First, Op Tunisia. During 
the Tunisian revolution, Anonymous helped the people of Tunisia by launching DDoS attacks 
at government websites, providing documents to take down the government and care 
packages, and a greasemonkey script to avoid proxy interception by the government. They 
also had a hand in passing information about the protests out of the country. After the 
revolution, a speech took place where the person speaking held up a Guy Fawkes mask 
thanking Anonymous for their help seeing as they were the only ones who had their back. 
Now, Steubenville. In Steubenville, Ohio, 2 football players had raped a 16 year old girl, and 
no one did anything about it. It's suspected that the town and school even tried to cover it up 
by sweeping it under the rug. An Anon by the name of KY Anon, decided to step in. He 


created a video, “Greetings citizens of the world. We are Anonymous. Around mid-august, 


2012, a party took place in a small town in Ohio known as Stubenville.” (David Kushner, A For 
Anonymous (Graphic Novel)) and launched cyber attacks at the school website. After that, 
KY threatened to expose the people at the party, and he did so after the video. Protests were 
held at Steubenville, some Anons unmasked themselves and told their stories about being 
assaulted and no one doing anything about it (including the police). Eventually, the football 
players responsible for the incident were arrested. Authorities later cracked down on KY, and 
he got sent to prison longer than the one of the football players. Finally, the Black Lives 
Matter Movement. On May 25th, 2020, George Floyed was killed due to lack of oxygen by a 
police officer who was kneeling on his neck for 9 minutes during his arrest. Three days later, 
Anonymous posted a video addressing police brutality and saying, “we will be exposing your 
many crimes to the world”. Anonymous is suspected to have caused the suspension of the 
Minneapolis Police Department website, as well as the City of Minneapolis website, Dale 
Beran, The Return of Anonymous. Anonymous may be assumed immoral because of these 
actions, those being hacking and taking down government, school, and police websites, but 
all of it was for a good cause. However, the courts and legal system basically say “Even if it 
was for a good cause, it’s still illegal, and they should be punished.” But to what extent? KY 
had a sentencing longer than one of the football players who raped the 16 year old, (Catalin 
Cimpanu, "Anonymous Hacker Who Exposed Steubenville Rape Case Gets Two Years In 
Prison"). Hacktivists in general get longer sentences than rapists and pedophiles! That says 
that the government would rather have someone who took down a website for a dayspend s 


longer time in prison than someone who sexually assaulted someone! 


Whether Anonymous is good or bad and has done the right thing and wrong thing is based on 
your opinion, just like the question of misrepresentation. The FBI, when hunting down 
Anonymous, said, “We're chopping off its heads.” implying that they are a beast, a dragon they 
must slay. Much of the misinformation and misrepresentation happens on the mainstream 
media, most people believe it without a question, and few people do the research and 
challenge the words of a man in a suit and green in his pocket. People on news stations are 
like robots, not showing emotion, and sense they report various subjects, their opinions are 
forever tied to the network on which they report. Anonymous didn’t let that happen by being 
leaderless and having no order, anyone can be Anonymous, and that’s the point of them. 


“None of us are as strong as all of us.” because everyone shares one colective voice. 


Anonymous has had a hand in civil rights movements, and revolutions (mostly with dictators), 
as well as challenging terrorist groups like ISIS. During the early years, yes, Anonymous was 


a trolling community, but they evolved into a hacker organization/Idea. 


